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Philip  Emeott

Lillian Wright and John Greenleaf in
Colin McKenna’s play.

Escort-Hiring Millionaire Says Sex Is Not His Objective
By NEIL GENZLINGER
Published: December 2, 2008

An awful lot of scene changes and one overused plot device keep
Colin McKenna’s “Parking Lot Lonely Heart” from achieving the
escalating tension it’s going for. But one particularly scalding
performance helps cover the blemishes.

Regarding that plot device, let’s just
say that if the proportion of real-life
men who hire prostitutes intending
only to talk to them is anything like
that of stage and screen characters, practically no one is
actually engaging in sex for money. The fellow doing the
hiring here, Mickey (John Greenleaf), can afford it: he
was once hit by a city bus, and the financial settlement
left him a millionaire.

The prostitute, Louise (Lillian Wright), who prefers
“escort,” is of course skeptical, and the resulting exchanges as Mickey tries to convince
her of his intentions are so familiar that they almost kill the play before it begins.
Eventually the real point shows up: Mickey’s teenage daughter, Emma (Jamie Proctor), a
messed-up dropout who lives on the streets and spends her time getting high.

Craig Lee Thomas, under Philip Emeott’s direction, gives an attention-grabbing
performance as Emma’s boyfriend, Larry, tender enough to be protective of Emma but
tough enough to come after Mickey with a baseball bat when the couple need drug
money. It’s too bad he has the smallest part in the play; you end up wanting to see more
of him.

Mr. McKenna sabotages himself with scenes that are too short to allow momentum to
build. A bigger budget might allow for transitions that don’t seem so clunky, but this
production, a world premiere by the Boomerang Theater Company, is limited by a sparse
set (a necessity, perhaps, because the play is running in repertory with two others,
Tennessee Williams’s “Summer and Smoke” and Eric Overmyer’s “Native Speech,” in the
modest Center Stage, NY theater).

As for the story, despite the cliché at the play’s core, Mr. McKenna does just what you
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want: sets up ominous dynamics that, at midplay, he could take in any number of
directions. Is Louise a surrogate for Emma? Has Mickey been overly influenced by the
John Fowles novel “The Collector”? There are so many juicy possibilities that where Mr.
McKenna ultimately goes with the story may feel unsatisfying; more interesting choices
were available.

“Parking Lot Lonely Heart” continues through Dec. 20 at Center Stage, NY, 48 West
21st Street, Manhattan; (212) 501-4069, theatermania.com.

Average Reader Rating      (0 star, 0 vote)

    

Get the full newspaper experience, and more, delivered to your Mac or PC. Times Reader 2.0: Try it
FREE for 2 full weeks.

Ads by Google what's this?

DealPop Los Angeles Deals
50-90% Off at Restaurants, Spas, Health, Beauty & More. Sign Up Now!

DealPop.com/LosAngeles

Go to Complete List »

Find your dream home with
The New York Times Real Estate

Fan The New York Times on
Facebook

Watch today's top videos

See the news in the making. Watch
TimesCast, a daily news video.

9. Digital Domain: A Strong Password Isn’t the Strongest
Security

10. Smarter Than You Think: The Boss Is Robotic, and
Rolling Up Behind You

Colorado in the summer time
ALSO IN REAL ESTATE »

Vacation homes in Florida
Rhode Island's vacation rentals

ADVERTISEMENTS

MOVIES »

A Bronx Film School Tale

OPINION »

Editorial:
Labor Day,
Now and Then
What was once a
“workingmen’s” holiday
is now a respite for
nearly everyone with a
Monday job.

WORLD »

Dead Join the Living in a
Family Celebration

WEEK IN REVIEW »

A Taste of Home in Foil
Packets and Powder

OPINION »

The Stone:
Mystery and
Evidence
Is it realistic to expect
religion to satisfy the
demands of science?

U.S. »

Horse Advocates Pull for
Underdog in Roundups

INSIDE NYTIMES.COM  

http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://travel.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://theater.nytimes.com/2008/12/02/theater/reviews/02park.html?scp=1&sq=parking%20lot%20lonely%20heart&st=cse#top
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/copyright.html
http://www.nytco.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy
http://query.nytimes.com/gst/sitesearch_selector.html?query=&date_select=full&type=nyt
http://www.nytimes.com/corrections.html
http://www.nytimes.com/rss
http://firstlook.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html
http://nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/infoservdirectory.html
https://careers.nytco.com/TAM/nyt_docs/TAM/candidate.html
http://spiderbites.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/formrnr.html
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/randrpost.html
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/faq/readersreviews.html
http://theater.nytimes.com/pages/theater/index.html
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?ppds=des&v1=THEATER&fdq=19960101&td=sysdate&sort=newest&ac=THEATER&rt=1%2Cdes%2Corg%2Cper%2Cgeo
http://select.nytimes.com/mem/tnt.html?module=call&alert_context=1&topic1=THEATER&topic_field1=des&topic1_check=y&retA=&retT=&cskey=
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?ppds=org&v1=BOOMERANG+THEATER+CO&fdq=19960101&td=sysdate&sort=newest&ac=BOOMERANG+THEATER+CO&rt=1%2Cdes%2Corg%2Cper%2Cgeo
http://select.nytimes.com/mem/tnt.html?module=call&alert_context=1&topic1=BOOMERANG+THEATER+CO&topic_field1=org&topic1_check=y&retA=&retT=&cskey=
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/f/john_fowles/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://theater.nytimes.com/rnr/theater/rnr_write.html?fid=0&id=1194833840953&html_title=Parking%20Lot%20Lonely%20Heart%20%28Play%29&tols_title=Parking%20Lot%20Lonely%20Heart%20%28Play%29&byline=Neil%20Genzlinger
http://theater.nytimes.com/rnr/theater/rnr_rate.html?fid=0&id=1194833840953&html_title=Parking%20Lot%20Lonely%20Heart%20%28Play%29&tols_title=Parking%20Lot%20Lonely%20Heart%20%28Play%29&byline=Neil%20Genzlinger
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/theater&pos=Bottom1&sn2=2e60f68e/ccf33b7a&sn1=74cccc19/302c4f57&camp=nyt2010-circ-tr-footer-us-nonhp-2week-3748J&ad=081810-footer-us-nonhp-2week-3748J&goto=http%3A%2F%2Ftimesreader%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fwebapp%2FTimesReader%2Edo%3FpromoCode%3DT9179XQW1%26campaignId%3D3748J
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/faq/linkingqa16.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BjELHJECFTMiRK4i6rAOEyaznCMjj5M8BwK2cwRbAjbcB4Km4ARABGAEgnPP4ATgAUNiakaYHYMn-gYfIo5AZsgETdGhlYXRlci5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbcgBAdoBcGh0dHA6Ly90aGVhdGVyLm55dGltZXMuY29tLzIwMDgvMTIvMDIvdGhlYXRlci9yZXZpZXdzLzAycGFyay5odG1sP3NjcD0xJnNxPXBhcmtpbmclMjBsb3QlMjBsb25lbHklMjBoZWFydCZzdD1jc2WAAgHIAsiP-hOoAwHoA9sJ6AOiKegD_gboAxD1AwAEAAT1AyAAAAA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtw0NOLxrA-RiqbStds_j-iJv1vcQA&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://www.dealpop.com/best-local-deals-la-001/%3Fs_kwcid%3DTC%7C20541%7Cla%2520theater%2520reviews%7Ctheater.nytimes.com%7CC%7Cb%7C5942741128
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BjELHJECFTMiRK4i6rAOEyaznCMjj5M8BwK2cwRbAjbcB4Km4ARABGAEgnPP4ATgAUNiakaYHYMn-gYfIo5AZsgETdGhlYXRlci5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbcgBAdoBcGh0dHA6Ly90aGVhdGVyLm55dGltZXMuY29tLzIwMDgvMTIvMDIvdGhlYXRlci9yZXZpZXdzLzAycGFyay5odG1sP3NjcD0xJnNxPXBhcmtpbmclMjBsb3QlMjBsb25lbHklMjBoZWFydCZzdD1jc2WAAgHIAsiP-hOoAwHoA9sJ6AOiKegD_gboAxD1AwAEAAT1AyAAAAA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtw0NOLxrA-RiqbStds_j-iJv1vcQA&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://www.dealpop.com/best-local-deals-la-001/%3Fs_kwcid%3DTC%7C20541%7Cla%2520theater%2520reviews%7Ctheater.nytimes.com%7CC%7Cb%7C5942741128
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/mostemailed.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/theater&pos=Box1&sn2=17a54cdd/b03469a6&sn1=3f46d106/5a7cc4ab&camp=NYT2010_marketingmodule_RE&ad=RE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M165-ROS-0910&goto=http://nytimes.com/%3FWT.mc_id=RE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M165-ROS-0910-LOGO%26WT.mc_ev=click
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/theater&pos=Box1&sn2=17a54cdd/b03469a6&sn1=5b221952/7270f66c&camp=NYT2010_marketingmodule_RE&ad=RE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M165-ROS-0910&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html%3FWT.mc_id=RE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M165-ROS-0910-VRT%26WT.mc_ev=click
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/theater&pos=Right5A&sn2=a1a35ba4/141482ac&sn1=773bf90d/712d5c19&camp=default-textlink-right5A-RE-cla&ad=textlink-FindDreamHm&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fpages%2Frealestate%2Findex%2Ehtml&query=2010.09.06.19.25.19
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/theater&pos=Right6A&sn2=ada35ba4/141082ac&sn1=b9ac36eb/826e47aa&camp=default-textlink-right6A-RE-cla&ad=textlink-FanFacebook&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Efacebook%2Ecom%2Fnytimes&query=2010.09.06.19.25.19
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/theater&pos=Right7A&sn2=a9a35ba4/141c82ac&sn1=18bbe33d/182015d0&camp=default-textlink-right7A-RE-cla&ad=textlink-WatchTopVideos&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fvideo&query=2010.09.06.19.25.19
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/theater&pos=Right8A&sn2=95a35ba4/141882ac&sn1=deb940de/bb53afc&camp=default-textlink-right8A-RE-cla&ad=textlink-TimesCastVideo&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fvideo%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fvideo%2Fplaylist%2Ftimescast%2F1247467375115%2Findex%2Ehtml&query=2010.09.06.19.25.19
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/theater&pos=Bottom3&sn2=2e60f690/ccf31b7a&sn1=79545170/9e561ef0&camp=nyt2010-circ-bottom3_weekender-34QK3&ad=070210-bottom3-weekender&goto=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimesathome%2Ecom%2Foffer%2Ephp%3Fid%3D96%26MediaCode%3DWC8AJ%26CMP%3D34QK3%26SPTR%5FID%3DwkNYT
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/05/business/05digi.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/05/science/05robots.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/theater&pos=Box1&sn2=17a54cdd/b03469a6&sn1=4f3cea2d/281c411d&camp=NYT2010_marketingmodule_RE&ad=RE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M165-ROS-0910&goto=http://greathomesanddestinations.nytimes.com/rentals/co-usa/VACATION-alt/0-99000000-price/0-p%3FWT.mc_id=RE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M165-ROS-0910-PH%26WT.mc_ev=click
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/theater&pos=Box1&sn2=17a54cdd/b03469a6&sn1=4f3cea2d/281c411d&camp=NYT2010_marketingmodule_RE&ad=RE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M165-ROS-0910&goto=http://greathomesanddestinations.nytimes.com/rentals/co-usa/VACATION-alt/0-99000000-price/0-p%3FWT.mc_id=RE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M165-ROS-0910-HDR%26WT.mc_ev=click
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/theater&pos=Box1&sn2=17a54cdd/b03469a6&sn1=5b221952/7270f66c&camp=NYT2010_marketingmodule_RE&ad=RE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M165-ROS-0910&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html%3FWT.mc_id=RE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M165-ROS-0910-URL%26WT.mc_ev=click
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/theater&pos=Box1&sn2=17a54cdd/b03469a6&sn1=4f3cea2d/281c411d&camp=NYT2010_marketingmodule_RE&ad=RE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M165-ROS-0910&goto=http://greathomesanddestinations.nytimes.com/rentals/fl-usa/0-99000000-price%3FWT.mc_id=RE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M165-ROS-0910-L1%26WT.mc_ev=click
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/theater&pos=Box1&sn2=17a54cdd/b03469a6&sn1=4f3cea2d/281c411d&camp=NYT2010_marketingmodule_RE&ad=RE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M165-ROS-0910&goto=http://greathomesanddestinations.nytimes.com/rentals/ri-usa/0-99000000-price/VACATION-alt%3FWT.mc_id=RE-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M165-ROS-0910-L2%26WT.mc_ev=click
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/theater&pos=Middle5&sn2=d4133e9a/6c21284d&sn1=7baf87b4/3086ca97&camp=NYT2010-Mktg-Travel-336x79-ROS&ad=TR-D-I-NYT-AD-FP-FT-ROS-0810-SPNYC&goto=http%3A%2F%2Ffrugaltraveler%2Eblogs%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2F%3FWT%2Emc%5Fid%3DTR%2DD%2DI%2DNYT%2DAD%2DFP%2DFT%2DROS%2D0810%2DSPNYC%26WT%2Emc%5Fev%3Dclick
http://movies.nytimes.com/pages/movies/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/06/movies/06ghetto.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/06/movies/06ghetto.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/06/opinion/06mon2.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/06/world/africa/06madagascar.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/06/world/africa/06madagascar.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/weekinreview/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/05/weekinreview/05gilbertson.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/05/weekinreview/05gilbertson.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/09/05/mystery-and-evidence
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/06/us/06horses.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/06/us/06horses.html

